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A CONV E R S AT ION WITH  
FR . J AME L S J AME S,  
L I F T CO-FOUNDER
How are things at LIFT since the pandemic?
Five people have been infected with COVID-19 but have 
recovered with no long term effects. Schools and colleges 
are closed to in-person learning and all classes are online. 
We are in the second wave of the pandemic, and are 
warned that the third wave’s primary targets are children 
which is very troubling.
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What challenges are students facing? 
The senior students and the college students have adapted 
more easily to e-learning, but the students in grades 6th to 
10th are struggling. Spotty internet connectivity in villages, 
the lack of structure to their day, and loss of their LIFT peer 
groups, are challenging for students right now. In addition, 
they hear alarming news of the number of people infected 
with COVID-19 and have experienced the death of some 
relatives and friends.

How is LIFT helping students overcome these challenges? 
First, the tablets and internet connectivity provided by 
our U.S donors has been vital to staying connected 
with students and schooling. We are so grateful and 
appreciative. With our encouragement, the students are 
maximizing their time by taking additional online classes to 
develop their soft skills, and taking courses related to their 
future studies and career goals. These tools have helped 
them to spend their time productively. 

Communication is keeping our students engaged.  
LIFT students are in touch with each other on a daily basis 
through a WhatsApp group. We also have established 
phone communication with nine group leaders who call 
everyone in their smaller groups each day to check in.

(continued on Page 3)
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I am Arulraj from a village called Veerakeralam Pudur in 
Tamil Nadu. I am 25 years old. Thank you very much for  
the opportunity to share my life story with you. 

So to begin with I am from a very poor family. My father 
is ill and my mother is a coolie worker. I have three elder 
sisters. So my parents were not able to educate four of us.  
I was in a boarding school from the 3rd grade.

I joined LIFT in my 9th grade. LIFT changed my life totally in 
a good way. I was not attached to my family as my siblings 
were in different places working for daily wages. But after  
I came to LIFT, I got many loving brothers and sisters. 

LIFT provides me not only education but it also helps me to 
explore all my talents like dancing, acting and drama etc.  
It provided me a platform to be a good stage speaker.  
It made me a person with good leadership qualities. I love 
the way my LIFT family cares for me. 

During my undergraduate studies, I fell in love with a girl. 
Because of this, I left LIFT and suffered a lot. I took a loan to 
continue my college studies. It almost took a year to realize 
all my mistakes. I came back to LIFT asking for one more 
opportunity to be in LIFT. But Father didn’t take me into LIFT; 
because he always wanted me to be a good example for 
others. But I didn’t give up. I came to meet Father again, 
and then I got my LIFT family back. I felt happy when  
I re-entered LIFT. I realized everything and corrected myself. 

Then Father thought it’d be better if I undergo a course in 
Counseling and Psychotherapy. Those courses were very 
useful for me. It helped me come out of my weakness, heal 
all my wounds and feel happy & fulfilled again. It helped  
me not only to heal myself but to help others heal them too. 

Then I served as a staff for boys in LIFT and was also 
preparing for my Masters in Computer Application (M.C.A) 
entrance exam. I was very happy to help my brothers in 

LIFT by helping them in their studies, cultural activities, etc.  
As I suffered a lot in my life, I developed a deep  
attachment towards God. I started praying and thanking 
God daily. So by the grace of God I got placed in the best 
college where I wanted to study MCA, PSG College of 
Technology, Coimbatore. 

In the initial college days I had little fear but then  
I conquered my fear because of the training I got in my LIFT. 
There were Fr. Jamels James and Arthur, a past Graduate 
of PSG, who motivated me to be the best one. I put in all 
my hard work to study and to learn new things. So when 
I completed my post graduate studies I was one among 
the top 10 students. My Cumulative Grade Point Average 
CGPA was 8.5/10. 

I did my internship in one of the startup company in US. 
I’m very excited to tell you that I’m placed in a very good 
company called KMCCorps India Private Limited which is  
a 20 years old American company. I joined the company 
on June 1.

In my future I will always be very grateful to LIFT, Fr. Jamels 
James and LIFT’s U.S. friends all my life. In the future, I will 
play a major role in supporting LIFT financially by giving 
them contributions. 

I also have to pay back with interest the large debt my 
family accumulated over the many years of struggle to meet 
our necessities of life. We are now in a rented house.  
So I always wanted to build my own house. I’ll always 
support my LIFT family. These are my future dreams.

Thank you for your gifts to LIFT which have directly impacted 
me and my family forever.

Arulraj

C E L E B R AT I NG 
ARUL R A J,  
L I F T  
2021 
GRADUAT E !
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What help do you need from LIFT supporters?
Paying the students’ tuition, books, and maintaining the  
LIFT infrastructure is more important now than ever.  
All 64 students are still enrolled in the high-quality English 
and Tamil-speaking schools and are studying remotely. 
In addition, expenses for room, board and food are still 
needed for the students who remain onsite at LIFT.  
100% of funding comes from private funders and members 
of the community. Without LIFT, students will return to a life 
of hard labor and inadequate nutrition. We cannot let this 
happen. We have made a promise to them. 

Are the LIFT students getting vaccinated? 
Only 7 LIFT students are vaccinated; all of whom are nursing 
students. The vaccine in India is not certified for anyone 
under 18. If the Pfizer vaccine becomes available to us,  
we will encourage younger students to get vaccinated,  

but of course, we need approval from their parents.  
There is still resistance to being vaccinated by many adults. 
Currently, only about 20% of the Indian population  
is vaccinated.

Is there anything else you would like to share?
Yes, right now is the toughest time as we are bombarded 
with the news of very high fresh cases of infection every 
day and much higher rates of deaths than the first wave. 
Even though the number of fresh cases each day is 
beginning to decline, we have a long way to go before 
the second wave ends.

Thank you very much for your concern and care, it means 
a lot. Kindly keep us in your prayers. Your willingness to 
help us in any way is a tremendous morale booster.  
We are truly blessed through you, and your generous 
hearts reaching out to us.

A Conversation with Fr. Jamels James, LIFT co-founder (continued �om Page 1)

About
kmc, inc. is a Virginia-based IT consulting firm founded 
in 2002 with a mission to deliver information technology 
solutions using the industry’s best practices and next-
generation technologies to support government and 
commercial IT projects. KMCCorp is an Indian branch  
of kmc, inc. which opened in 2021. The main focus of  

the Indian team is to help kmc, inc. to build the software  
for their clients.

Arulraj started with kmc, inc. on June 1st. Other LIFT 
graduates are employed by Caterpillar, Honeywell  
and Tata Consulting.

Learn more or donate
For inspiring stories and videos,  

please visit www.liftusa.org.

To get involved to support the students of LIFT,  
please visit www.liftusa.org/get-involved  

or email admin@lift-foundation.org. 

LIFT USA is a U.S. 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  
Your donations to LIFT are tax deductible  

to the fullest extent allowable by law.

LIFT USA  •  P.O. BOX 57060  •  CHICAGO, IL 60657
© 2021 LIFT USA

3LIFT students with Arthur, a LIFT graduate.
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LIFT USA 
P.O. BOX 57060
CHICAGO, IL 60657

B E N E F IT  CO N C E RT
WITH

SAve the dAte

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2021 
6:30 –10:30 pm

CHOP SHOP  
2033 W NORTH AVE, CHICAGO

BUSINESS CASUAL

www.LIFTUSA.org

SAVE THE DATE BENEFIT CONCERT HONORING FR. JACK WALL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2021
SEE BACK FOR MORE DETAILS

Honoring Fr. Jack Wall, 
LIFT Lifetime Trustee

Fr. Jack Wall was among the small 
cohort of priests who were pivotal in 
giving LIFT its start. He embraced the 
mission to combat poverty by providing 
education and leadership training to 
India’s brightest and most impoverished 
students. As LIFT enters its 16th year,  
we are eager to recognize Fr. Wall 
as we celebrate the dreams that have 
become a reality for LIFT graduates. 
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