ANNUAL UPDATE 2022
What are the recent graduates doing now?
They all are employed, though mostly working from home and,
thankfully, none of them lost their jobs during the pandemic.
Highlights include Arulraj, who is working at kmc, inc., an IT
consulting company and is supporting his mother and three
sisters. His income is helping to end systemic poverty in his
family. Rita Mary earned a Bachelor’s Degree in English and
a Master’s Degree in Counseling and Psychotherapy. Today,
she is contributing to her community as a guidance counselor
in a Child Welfare Project and advises 80 boys—all are
impoverished and some are orphaned. Selva Shekila is an
instructor in Communications. She gives back to LIFT by creating
videos that are used for fundraising purposes. This has saved LIFT
in video production costs over the past three years. Part of LIFT’s
curriculum includes LIFT 2.0 which encourages alumni to give
back to LIFT through their time talent and treasure.
(continued on page 2)

A CONVERSATION WITH

Fr. Jamels James,
LIFT Co-founder
Did any new children join LIFT during the pandemic
or was the focus on supporting the children already
in the program?
We had to temporarily stop making new introductions
during the pandemic. However, this summer we held our first
introductory camp in several years. (See story on page 2.)
How much does it cost to educate students?
On average it costs $1,500 in U.S. dollars to educate one
student at LIFT. This includes everything the student needs
including tuition, food, clothing, transportation, and supplies.
This is an average across all programs and age levels.
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First LIFT Student to Attend Medical School
Martina, pictured above in the dark red dress, is the first ever
LIFT student to be accepted into medical school. She was recently
enrolled in Tirunelveli Medical College. More than 1.5 million
students sat for the entrance exam. They were among the most
competitive in all of India. Martina passed at a remarkable 98.85
percentile level. Success stories like this are made possible through
private donations by LIFT supporters. LIFT invests in intelligent,
deserving young students who would typically be denied schooling
due to limited access to resources. Martina credits her success to
studying 10-12 hours each day.
Learn more about Martina at the LIFT Fall Benefit on
October 8, 2022. Visit liftusa.org/annual-benefit.

47 W. D I V I S I O N ST R E E T, U N I T 354

•

C H I C A G O , I L 6 0 610

FR. JAMELS JAMES

Students Attend the
Anugraha Institute
to Heal Past Wounds

How many students have been
vaccinated?
All students above the age of 15 have
been vaccinated. Most vaccines were
government sponsored; so, LIFT only
paid for a few vaccines.

An important component of the students’
education includes the opportunity to
attend the Anugraha Institute of Social
Sciences (ARG). Many students from
within India and outside the country seek
out this renowned institute for professional
training and certificates.

A CONVERSATION WITH

(CONTINUED)

What effects did the COVID-19
Pandemic have on the children’s
emotional stability and academic
performance?
Fortunately, their exposure was limited
and hardly anyone near and dear
was directly affected. Most students
are from small villages where the direct
impact of COVID-19 is very limited
although the impact on families’
livelihood has been greater due to the
disappearance of jobs.
LIFT continued to pay for the tuition
of all students during the pandemic.
Some younger students went home
and were able to do e-learning just
like U.S. students. Tablets and internet
service were provided by U.S. supporters
allowing students to keep up with
academics. Plus, we stayed in touch
with each student on a daily basis with
our phone tree calls and texts for
emotional support.
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Students Saruga and Mukila

LIFT students participate in two programs. Healing the Inner Child helps students
reclaim emotional wounds and become aware of the memories that control them.
Each LIFT student has experienced trauma in some way. They may come from broken
or battered childhoods where they witnessed unspeakable violence and poverty.
In order for students to become well rounded leaders, addressing and healing
these wounds is essential. The program gives them the opportunity to release these
memories and be healed. Once this occurs, they can be more effective in their lives.
The Counselor Training Program goes one step further. Students are taught
various skills of counseling. They learn how to communicate and relate with others and
guide others professionally. This enables them to be mentors for younger students.

Summer Camp Introduces New Students
to LIFT After Two-Year Hiatus
This June, camp was resumed after being postponed for two years due to the
pandemic. This is a wonderful experience for the students, but LIFT summer camp
is also an important recruiting tool to introduce new students to the program.
Camp brings prospective and current students together for a week of activities at a
beautiful rural location about 10 km away from LIFT where the shrill honking noises
of native peacocks can be heard. It is imperative to invite students into the program
who will be successful. For many, LIFT will be their first time away from home.
Success demands rigorous study and commitment to education, as well as comfort
being away from family and familiar surroundings for most of the year. Camp
activities included yoga, dance and art.

 ewest Board Member Visits
N
LIFT Students
LIFT’s newest Board Member, Varun Vincent (back row in white tee-shirt),
and his mother recently traveled to India and visited the students at LIFT. The
students gave him a special tour, enjoyed meals with him, and performed
a dance presentation for Varun and his mother.
“This was a heartwarming experience. It was pure joy to meet
some of the LIFT students in person and witness what a positive
impact LIFT has had in their lives. I’m extremely proud to be a
part of their journeys.” —Varun

Donor Appreciation
Gathering Held in June
When Fr. Jamels visited the United States in June, after two long years of
COVID-19 travel restrictions, LIFT celebrated the occasion with a Donor Reception.
LIFT friends gathered at the home of Mike Hobbs and Katie Nee in Chicago.
Fr. Jamels shared the students’ many accomplishments and how they overcame
challenges from the pandemic. Several LIFT supporters in the United States
enjoyed conversations directly with LIFT students and Fr. Jamels via Zoom this year.
If you are interested in this opportunity, please email mcohen@lift-foundation.org
or call 312.543.4321.

LIFT Welcomes
Michele Cohen as
Executive Director
We are pleased to welcome Michele Cohen
as the new Executive Director of LIFT. Michele
is a non-profit leader who is skilled in building
fiscal strength, fiscal
management, strategic
thinking, education,
programming, and
communications.
Michele will be
working closely
with the LIFT board
and maintaining
communications with
LIFT supporters.
“I am honored to be a member of the
LIFT community and to work toward
fulling its noble mission. I look
forward to collaborating with all to
have a lifelong impact on the students,
their families, and their communities
through LIFT USA.” —Michele

LIFT supporters Katie Nee, Varun Vincent, Rose Loftus, and Mike Hobbs at Donor Event.

New LIFT Address
LIFT USA
47 West Division Street, Unit 354
Chicago, IL 60610
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AN EVENING TO BENEFIT THE STUDENTS OF

Featured Graduate 
MARTINA JERLIN LUMINA
First LIFT graduate to enter medical school

SPECIAL HONOREE
Father Jack Wall,
LIFT Lifetime Trustee

REMARKS BY
Father Jamels James
LIFT Co-founder

MASTER OF
CEREMONIES
Ravi Baichwal, ABC7
Chicago, Anchor, Reporter

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2022
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Leading India’s Future Today (LIFT) is
dedicated to developing leadership
excellence in motivated and talented
youth in Tamil Nadu, India. LIFT provides
quality education and a home environment
for youth with high potential who would
typically be denied schooling due to
limited access to resources. LIFT students
and staff are committed to transforming
their society from within to help combat
poverty, unemployment, and disease.

AMAZING SPACE
207 S. Des Plaines St., Chicago
Cocktail Attire

OPEN BAR • DINNER • MUSIC BY FUNKADESI •
LIVE AUCTION • LIFT STUDENT VIDEOS & ARTWORK •
COMPLIMENTARY PARKING
Please join LIFT for our first in-person benefit since 2019. Celebrate
the students’ accomplishments and the direction of the future. With the
help of their friends in the United States, the students weathered the
COVID-19 crisis and continued to reach goals.

FOR ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT:
Michele Cohen, Executive Director
mcohen@lift-foundation.org or 312.543.4321
47 W. Division Street, Unit 354
Chicago, IL 60610
www.liftusa.org

PURCHASE TICKETS:
www.LIFTUSA.org/annual-benefit

